Respect —Responsibility—Resilience—Confidence—Honesty

Diary

Showcasing Community engagement at Burwood East
Primary School

Assemblies
Monday 14th May
Monday 21st May
Monday 28th May
Monday 4th June

9.00am
9.00am
3.00pm
9.00 am

Our Mothers’ Day stall was an outstanding success

Book Fair
Friday 18th May— Wednesday 23rd

Education Week
Monday 21st May—Friday 25th May

Open Night
Wednesday 23rd May
5.30pm—7.30pm

Meal Deal/Sausage Sizzle
Thursday 24th May

Whole School Photo
Friday 1st June

Curriculum Days
(students do not attend School)
Friday 8th June
Monday 5th November

Junior School Council support fundraising
initiative of a fellow student

Public Holidays
Queen’s Birthday Monday 11th June
Melbourne Cup 6th November

Meal Deal—Subway
Thursday 14th June

Disco
Friday 27th July

Moonlight Cinema
Friday 23rd November

Second Hand
Uniform Sales
9 .00–9.30am
Tuesday 12th June

Burwood East Primary School
Corner Blackburn and Highbury Roads Burwood East 3151
Ph: 9802 8618 Email : burwood.east.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
Website: http://www.burwoodeastps.vic.edu.au/
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Dear Members of the Burwood East Primary School Community,
Mothers’ Day
A special thank you to the members of the PFA for organising the Mother’s Day stalls. The children
enjoyed the wonderful array of gifts that the PFA selected and there was much excitement as the
children visited the stalls.
On behalf of the school community, best wishes to all mothers at Burwood East PS. Have a wonderful
day with your family this coming Sunday and I hope that you enjoy the gifts you will receive from the
children. Girls and boys don’t forget to give Mum an extra big hug on Sunday morning and make sure
she is suitably spoiled.
Parents must sign in
It is a Department of Education & Training requirement that all visitors MUST sign in at the office before
seeing teachers or students during school hours. This ensures the safety of our children as well as
identifying people in the yard during breaks.
We want our students to tell us what they think!
We value student voice as a means to improving student engagement, wellbeing and quality instruction
and are conducting a survey to find out what your child thinks of our school. The Attitudes to School
Survey is an annual student survey offered by the Department of Education and Training to assist
schools in gaining an understanding of students' perceptions and experience of school. Our school will
use the survey results to plan programs and activities to improve your child's schooling experience.
Students from Burwood East Primary School, Year 4 to 6 will participate in the survey. Your child will
complete the survey online during school hours using a purpose built secure online survey tool. It is
important to note that we are not in any way “testing” your child. Your child has the right to refuse or
withdraw from the survey at any point before, during, or after completion of the survey.
Your child will be provided with a unique login to complete the survey. The student login is an assigned
identifier that may be used to link data for statistical and research purposes only. All responses to the
survey are kept anonymous in the response file. Personal identification data will not be recorded in the
survey response file. This ensures that the confidentiality of your child’s responses is protected at all
times.
This year the Attitudes to School survey will be conducted at our school over the period Monday 30 April
to Friday 4th June. The survey only takes 20 minutes to complete and occurs during your child's class
time. The survey results will be reported back to the school before the end of term 2. All survey data
that is made available in reports are for groups of students only so that no individual student can be
identified. Data suppression rules are used for schools with low student numbers per year level.
Results will be communicated to School Council, then to the community through our fortnightly
newsletter.

If you would like more information, please speak to your child’s teacher or visit:
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/management/improvement/Pages/
performsurveyat.aspx
Education Week:
This year Education Week will be held from May 21st until May 25th. The theme is, “The Arts – inspiring
students to participate in music, dance, drama, visual arts and media arts”. Keep Wednesday May 23rd
free, as we will be having an ‘Open Evening’ from 5.30 –7.30 p.m.
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DET Law and Order
Principals have been asked to remind their school community that:

Student Accident Insurance
The Department does not provide personal accident insurance or ambulance cover for students. Parents
and guardians of students who do not have private cover are responsible for paying the cost of medical
treatment for students, including the cost of ambulance attendance or transport.

Personal Property brought to school
Private property brought to the school by students is not insured and the Department does not accept
any responsibility for any loss or damage. This includes mobile phones and other devices, toys and
sporting equipment.
“Every Day Counts”
The new Department of Education and Training (DET) initiative, “Every Day Counts”. In essence, the
initiative involves three key aspects:
1. The importance of children attending school every day
2. Ensuring our school is notified of all absences (in advance or on the day) and
3. If our school is not advised, then we must contact families.
As adults we are very cognisant of the importance of attending school every day and also arriving on time.
The research is very clear, the more a child misses school, the greater the gap between their peers hence
the importance of minimising absences.

SAME-DAY NOTIFICATION OF UNEXPLAINED
STUDENT ABSENCES
If your child is sick or absent, you are required to notify the school as soon as possible on the day of
absence, by entering the absence on Compass. Notifying the school of your child’s absence, either prior
to, or on the day that they will be away, helps ensure the safety and wellbeing of children and will fulfil
your legal responsibility. Parents/carers are required to ensure their child attends school every day and
have an obligation to contact the school to notify the school of their child’s absence. Parents/carers
should inform the school in advance of known upcoming absences, or on the day of absence as soon as
practicable. In addition, in order to implement this requirement, it is essential that parent/carers provide
schools with their most up-to-date contact details. From the end of Term 2 2018, all Victorian government
schools are required to contact parents/carers as soon as practicable on the same day of an unexplained
student absence. If your child is absent on a particular day and you have not contacted the school to
explain why, the absence will be marked as unexplained. This system also promotes daily school
attendance. Going to school every day is the single most important part of your child’s education, they
learn new things every day – missing school puts them behind. Our school will send you an SMS through
Compass (Term 3), as soon as practicable, on the day if a student is not at school and you haven’t notified
the school as to why. If you are notified by the school that your child is away without a reason, please
notify us as soon as possible by entering the reason on Compass or phoning to advise and we will assist
with you recording the absence on Compass. If we cannot reach you because we don’t have your correct
contact details (i.e.: message notification fail, disconnected number), then we will make contact with any
emergency contact/s nominated on your child’s file held by the school, where possible, on the same day
of the unexplained absence. Please remember it is your responsibility to contact us to provide an
explanation for your child's absence from school, and where possible, please inform us in advance of
upcoming absences.

Page 4

Burwood East BUZZ

Our Habits
Every Monday morning after our school assembly all students engage in classroom activities and
discussion on the ‘Leader In Me’. This whole school approach supports our students understanding of
the 7 key habits and how they can apply it to their learning and daily activity.
At BEPS we teach:
Be Proactive (I’m in charge)
Begin with the End in Mind (have a plan)
Put First Things First (work first then play)
Think Win-Win (everyone can win)
Seek First to Understand Then to Be Understood (listen before you talk)
Synergise (together is better)
Sharpen the Saw (balance feels best)

Yours in Partnership,
Darren McDonald
Principal

Burwood East BUZZ
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Principal Learning Awards
As Principal, I believe it is very important I acknowledge the wonderful work our students produce
in all areas of the curriculum, therefore students are encouraged to visit me in my office (classroom)
to showcase their achievements.
Isabelle for her creative maths work and Hiruka for supporting Isabelle.
Avani, Claire , Jason and Theo for their writing.
Ananya, John and Winnie for demonstrating their understanding of Mathematics equations.

Abby, Coco and Ellie for explaining their Visual Arts project.
Alena, Christina, Jett, Dinuki, Emily and Victor for explaining words and phrases in Mandarin.
Elena, Arwa, Ella, Martin and Jacob for explaining words and phrases in Mandarin.
Abhishaey and Gracelynn for very good narrative writing.
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Principal Learning Award—Term 1 2018

As a school community it is very important that we acknowledge and celebrate the wonderful achievements of our staff, parents and students. One way of accomplishing this is by participating in award ceremonies throughout the year and also at the end of each term. Our end of term ‘Principal Learning Award’
is chosen by classroom and specialist teachers to acknowledge student achievement and promote character development, self-esteem, and perseverance. Congratulations to the following student who received
the Principal Learning Award for Term One 2018:

4A—Ryan
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Student of the Week Awards

Physical Education
Performing Arts
Language
Visual Arts

FMS
FM
FR
FS
FB
1M
1J
1K
2R
2B

Abbey, Bastian
Serena, Zimo, Etaash
Sonia
Joyce, Han
Rhea, Claire
Mehr, Kanishka
Xinyi, Aidan
Panda, Yvonne
Charlotte , Pranshi
Diya, Anika

3C
3S
4M
4A
5R
5D
6D
6S

Ranveer
Dinuki, Alena
Cindy
Riley, Caleb
Penny, Gina
Tyson, Ella
Aanya, Nevin
Ellie, Charli

Charissa, Gracelynn
Isabel, Anidhya
Aero, Anshu
Angela, Bardia
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Student of the Week Awards
FMS
FR
FM
1M
1J
1K
2R
2B

Stephen
Emily
Idaline
Natalie
Damian
Alena
Christina
Zi Qian

3C

Nathan,
Romina
Isabelle
Seth
Douglas

4M
4A
5R

Physical Education
Performing Arts
Language
Visual Arts

Shourya
Elyann
Romina
Stephen,
Yianni
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Robin, Senan, Rayhan, Matthew, Avani, Maeve, Thalia, Luca, Ella, Nadia, Hiruka, Misaki, Alex,
Anidhya, Julia, Aarav, Bec, Freida, Clay, Romina ,Andy, Theo, Nikolay, Taara ,Nabiha and Luca.
Children who have a birthday that falls during the week may wear free dress for that day and for
those children whose birthday falls on the weekend they can wear free dress on the Monday.
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Assistant Principal’s Report
Hi everyone,
We are now well into Term 2 with many events occurring across the school in the next few weeks. I wanted to
start off by thanking the parents who came to the Compass session on Monday night. It has been pleasing to see
many of our parents make a smooth transition to using Compass for payments for events this term. Just a
reminder to parents that Flexibuzz is no longer in use and Compass is the one mode of communication that the
school uses with families. Also, a reminder to parents to regularly check their Compass account specially to
ensure that they are paying and consenting for events. Again, if there are any issues please see the office or
myself.
In the classrooms, there have been many great events occurring. We have had incursions for our Year 5&6
students learning more about design and technology through Billycarts and our year 3&4 students learning about
sustainable food practices in our school garden. On Friday, we have the first of our several ‘Craftpower’
incursions where our Foundation to Year 2 students are learning about how forces help objects to move. Thank
you to the large number of families that are supporting these events by volunteering their time to support the
students in our school. These incursions allow students to learn practical skills that they can apply to their own
inquiry investigations throughout the rest of the term. Our BEPS communities program is also up and running on
Monday afternoons with students all participating in a wide range of activities. Thank you to Rachel and Martine
for their organisation and dedication to the program.
This week we also completed the first of many ICAS tests that are occurring over the next few months. Around 60
students from Years 3-6 sat the Digital Technologies test which focused on design, coding skills and eSmart
behaviours and decision making. Unfortunately, we did have some students unaware that they were sitting the
test until the last minute. I ask that parents discuss this with children ahead of time to give them the best
opportunity of achieving success.
This also brings me onto the NAPLAN assessments, which our Year 3 and 5 students will sit next week. These
assessments allow schools to reflect on the impact that teaching and learning programs have on cohorts of
students and supports schools in continuing to improve those programs. For many students, this can be a highly
anxious and stressful time, so it is important that we provide them with encouragement and support. We remind
parents that these tests are just a snapshot of students learning on the particular day and that ongoing
communication with their child’s teachers will provide them with more specific and detailed feedback about a
child’s progress.
Last newsletter I mentioned to parents that there have been issues with parking and parents being booked for
illegally parking or stopping at the front of the school in particular on Highbury Road. Again, this week I have
seen many parents stop either in front of the school gates or in the bus bay. This is not only illegal but also puts
our student’s safety at risk. I encourage parents to use the drop off zone on Blackburn Road or park in the
designated areas on Highbury Road or Blackburn Roads. Both Darren and myself have been in ongoing
discussions with VicRoads and Whitehorse council about improving the traffic management around the school
and I look forward to providing our families with an update in the future.
Finally, I would like to thank our Parent’s association for their work and organisation this week in coordinating
the Mother’s day stall. It has been pleasing to hear that numbers in the association continue to grow and there
are many wonderful activities planned for the rest of the year.
Many thanks,
Andrew Den Elzen
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Assistant Principal’s Awards

Aadi, Omar, Farabi, Anahita , Hruthi - 4M for outstanding effort in calculating the area of 2D
shapes

James and Michael 6S for their excellent work in researching and producing work relating to
Pablo Picasso

Brian and Stella 2R for their detailed explanation of how magnets work
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Information Page
BELL TIMES:

Term Dates
Term 1, 2018 – 30 January to 29 March
Term 2, 2018 – 16 April to 29 June

8.45am classrooms open
9.00am classes commence
11.00 am- 11.30am recess

Term 3, 2018 – 16 July to 21 September

1.30pm students eat lunch in classrooms

Term 4, 2018 – 8 October to 21 December

1.40pm - 2.30pm lunch outside
3.30pm dismissal

SCHOOL LUNCH ORDERS
Lunch orders are available from our service provider Miss Peppercorn Catering On Fridays
Ordering is done through an online service details of which are on their website .
www.misspeppercorn.com.au/school-lunches

Compass School Manager
At Burwood East Primary School, teachers and parents make use of the Compass
School Management System. Families can access Compass through a web browser
or App from the iTunes App store or Google Play store.
Website: https://burwoodeastps-vic.compass.education/
iTunes: htps://itunes.apple.com/au/app/compass-school-manahger/
Google Play: https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.jdlf.compass
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