Respect —Responsibility—Resilience—Confidence—Honesty

Diary
Assemblies
Friday
29th June
1.50pm
Monday 23rd July
9.00am
Monday 30th July
3.00pm
No Assembly Monday 25th June

Reports Available Online

Students Fostering Ethical Capabilities through
Community Engagement

Beps at a glance

Junior School

Friday 22nd June

Council initiative

Citrus Dance Clinic

Crazy Hair and
Sock Day”

Tuesday 26th June

3 Way Conferences
Book online—Compass

Fundraising for
Cystic Fibrosis

Tuesday 26th and Wednesday 27th

Meal Deal—Subway
Thursday 28th June

No Lunch Orders Available
Friday 29th June

Last Day Term 2
Friday 29th June
Early Dismissal 2.30pm

Term 3 Dates
Monday 16th July to Friday 21st
September

Jump Rope for Heart
Fundraising for the
Heart Foundation

SAVE THIS DATE
Disco
Thursday 26th July

Curriculum Days
(students do not attend School)
Monday 5th November

Knitting Blanket
Squares for the
homeless

Public Holidays

Second Hand
Uniform Sales
9 .15 am - 9.30am
Tuesday 17th July

Burwood East Primary School
Corner Blackburn and Highbury Roads Burwood East 3151
Ph: 9802 8618 Email : burwood.east.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
Website: http://www.burwoodeastps.vic.edu.au/
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Dear Members of the Burwood East Primary School Community,
It has been a very busy time for everyone in the Burwood East PS community over the last couple of
weeks. Our students have been working very hard in the classroom, completing student inquiries,
finishing up BEPS Communities, interschool sport competitions, attending debating competitions, maintaining sustainability gardens and attending excursions. When combined with afterschool activities, you
can see why many of our students need a good rest at the end of Term 2.
I would like to take this time to acknowledge and thank our teaching staff. Over the last five weeks our
teachers have been writing school reports. This is a job that is done outside of the working day.
Routinely, over the last month, our teachers have been working through to the late hours making student judgements and writing reports. This makes the working day up to 12 or 13 hours long. Our teachers write detailed and highly personalised reports that provide great insight into each student’s progress
in a multitude of areas. I thank them for the professionalism and care that they use. I know this thank
you is echoed by the whole BEPS community.

Semester 1 Reports & Parent/Teacher Interviews
Mid-year reports for all students will be published online (available through the Compass portal) on
Friday 22nd June.
As teachers’ formally reflect on your child’s achievements during the first 6 months of this year, it is
worth considering that all students, regardless of year level, are individuals and develop physically,
emotionally and academically at different rates. As educators, our undertaking is to provide students
with every opportunity to help them achieve their goals and reach their potential. This will vary from
child to child, and is why we see our students as individuals, rather than students who we can compare
against each other.

Reading your child’s report
Reports can mean anxious times for children. Will my parents be disappointed or proud? This is the main
concern of most children.
Could try harder . . . always does her best . . . lacks concentration . . . easily distracted . . . a pleasure to
teach . . .
Do these comments, taken from a batch of student reports sound familiar? Student reports bring mixed
feelings for parents. Pleasure and pride if they are performing well but considerable angst when children
are not progressing as you hoped.
Reports can mean anxious times for children too. Will my parents be disappointed or proud? This is the
main concern of most children. Kids of all ages take their cues from their parents, so your reaction to
their school report can affect the way they see themselves as learners and as people.
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Before you log on to read the report do a little self-check to see if you are in the right
frame of mind:
1. Are your expectations for your son or daughter realistic and in line with their ability?
Expectations are tricky. If they are too high then kids can be turned off learning. Too low and there is
nothing to strive for. Pitch your expectations in line with your child’s abilities. A quick check of your
child’s last report may provide you with a good yardstick.
2. Do you believe that children learn at different rates?
There are slow bloomers, late developers and steady-as-you-go kids in every classroom, so avoid
comparing your child to siblings, your friends’ children and even yourself when you were a child.
Instead look for individual progress.
3. Are you willing to safeguard your child’s self-esteem rather than deflate it?
Self-confidence is a pre-requisite for learning, so be prepared to be as positive and encouraging as possible. Regardless of the format, school reports should provide you with an idea of your child’s progress
in all subject areas, their attitude and social development.

Here are some ideas to consider when you open your child’s report:
• Focus on strengths. Do you look for strengths or weaknesses first? The challenge is to focus on
strengths even if they are not in the traditional 3Rs or core subjects.
• Take into account your child’s effort and attitude to learning. If the report indicates that effort is below standard, then you have something to work on. If your child is putting in the required effort, then
you cannot ask any more than that, regardless of the grading.
• Broaden your focus away from academic performance to form a picture of your child’s progress as a
member of a social setting. How your child gets along with his or her peers will influence his happiness
and well-being, as well as give an indicator to his future. The skills of independence and co-operation
are highly valued by employers so don’t dismiss these as unimportant.
• Discuss the report with your son or daughter talking about strengths first before looking at areas that
need improvement. Ask for their opinion about how they performed and discuss their concerns.
After reports are read and discussed celebrate your child’s efforts with a special activity or treat. In this
way you will recognise progress and remind them that the holidays are just around the corner when
they can forget about assessment, tests and reports for a while.
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What we get wrong about bullying – The Age June 10
I read this very interesting article by Kasey Edwards in The Age last weekend and it made some very interesting points about how we use the word bullying in Australian schools and the importance of educating our students. It is very thought provoking and I think it is well worth a read.
Australian schools have the dubious honour of having one of the highest reported rates of bullying in
the world. By some estimates, one in four students experience regular bullying.
Governments have implemented anti-bullying programs, schools write policies, and parents are vigilant,
yet we appear unable to solve the bullying problem.

Perhaps it’s time for a re-think.
According to Canadian friendship skills expert and founder of URSTRONG Dana Kerford, Australia’s
approach to bullying is wrong. For starters, we need to lose the term “bullying”.
“The word ‘bullying’ is so misused and misunderstood, even among parents and teachers. The word has
taken on a life of its own, and it's confusing for children,” says Kerford who is currently on an extended
stay in Australia, working with teachers, parents and students.
For behaviour to be “bullying” it must be intentional, repetitive and potentially harmful. Accidently
hurting someone is not bullying. Not liking your friend’s new haircut is not bullying. Having a disagreement, or not wanting to play with someone aren’t bullying. But this level of nuance can be difficult for
children to understand.
To help kids identify bullying, Kerford suggests calling it “mean-on-purpose behaviour”. Anyone can
understand what that means and can easily spot it.
The other problem with the term “bullying” is that it’s stigmatising.
“I absolutely do not believe that a little kid who's learning these skills should be labelled a ‘bully’. They
just haven't learned to manage those really big feelings and emotions that they have inside in a healthy
way yet.”
Kerford says that she’s seeing a reactionary and punitive response to bullying in Australia, such as
tougher consequences for bullies and “say no to bullying” days.
“Having somebody come into a school and tell the story about how they've been bullied in their lives,
and how they rose above it is inspirational, but that doesn’t give children anything they can use,” says
Kerford.
“Instead we should focus on teaching kids practical skills-based strategies for how to manage and stand
up to mean-on-purpose behaviour.”
Kerford says when kids start standing up to such behaviour they are not only learning to treat themselves with respect but they also deter the kids who are being mean-on-purpose from doing it again.

“Self-governance starts to happen in schools when children can effectively resolve their own conflicts,
make good choices around who they're playing with, and stand up to mean-on-purpose behaviour. We
get this culture of harmony and kindness and respect and teachers can have their lunches and recesses
back”.
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The early signs of this new approach are promising. In 2012, Perth College implemented URSTRONG’s
skills-based approach to empower students to deal with their own friendship issues. The school has
subsequently seen improvement in the resilience in the students. Staff are also reporting that they
now spend less time dealing with conflicts between students as the girls deal with conflict themselves.
“The girls consistently report low bullying scores across the year groups we assess (Year 3 to Year
12),” says Deb Perich, director of the program at Perth College.
“This approach works because the girls have a toolkit to use when they are faced with a challenge,
whether it be normal conflict or a “mean on purpose” incident. They have simple skills to perform in
these situations and they have practised their technique,” Perich says.
Although, not all teachers are comfortable with the approach, specifically the lesson that children
should always stand up to mean-on-purpose behaviour. Because bullying is often a sign of low selfesteem and other trauma, some people believe that these kids should be treated with more understanding and compassion.
“Teachers have said to me that they try to teach the kids that things are a little harder for him [the kid
who was mean-on-purpose], and that they should show some understanding. And I get very nervous
when I hear that,” Kerford say.
“I think empathy obviously, is a great thing. We want to empathise. But there's a tipping point when
empathy becomes enabling.”
Excusing bullying behaviour because the kid is suffering, isn’t good for the child, since they can feel
justified. And what happens when they grow into an adult, when such behaviours may land them in
trouble with the law?
It’s also a terrible lesson for the victims. Do we want little girls thinking it’s okay for little boys to push
them down the stairs because he has a rough home life and he’s feeling sad and angry? Add ten years
and we’re potentially grooming young women to accept and excuse male violence or abuse as normal
and justified.
Instead, we need to teach kids — all kids — that it’s never okay to be mean-on-purpose and that they
should never have to tolerate it.
Supervision of Students in the Playground Before and After School
To ensure that students are appropriately supervised, we ask that students arrive at school after
8:45am each morning. If you elect to send your child/ren to school prior to 8:45am, it is important
that you understand that they cannot be supervised until yard duty teachers begin their assigned
duty from 8:45am. Any student seen in the yard without parent supervision earlier than 8:45am will
be sent to our Before School Program! Similarly, at the end of the school day, the school will ensure
the appropriate supervision of all students until 3:45pm and after this time it is the responsibility of
parents to collect/supervise their children. Again, any children not collected after this time will be
sent to our After School Program.
Please be aware that sending the children to Before or After School Care, will incur a fee!

Yours in Partnership,
Darren McDonald
Principal
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Principal Learning Awards
As Principal, I believe it is very important that I acknowledge the wonderful work our students produce in all areas of the curriculum, therefore students are encouraged to visit me in my office
(classroom) to showcase their achievements.

Jade, Bumi, Charissa, Heidi and Adam for their iMovie demonstrating their understanding of the
concept of Chance.
Martin for demonstrating his excellent reading and Daisy for being a good friend.

Ali for his Powerpoint explaining the Ramadan festival and Jett for being a good friend.
Stephen, Mia and Lucas for demonstrating their understanding of Mandarin.
Ryan S, Bella, Damian and Ryan G for demonstrating their understanding of Mandarin.
Nicholas and Elyann for explaining the concept of money.
Ryan, Bella, Venuli, Gracelynn and Abhishaey for using maths trees to show money groupings.
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Charissa, Han, Victoria, Mia, Kosta, Aadit, Anshu, Chloe, Kevin, Liana and Annisa

Children who have a birthday that falls during the week may wear free dress for that day and for
those children whose birthday falls on the weekend they can wear free dress on the Monday.
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Student of the Week Awards
FMS
FM
FB
FS
FR
1M
1J
1K
2R
2B

3S
3C
4M
4A
5R
5D
6D
6S

Performing Arts
Language
Visual Arts

Farhan
Jaydon
Nikolay
Ayumi
Nicholas
Robin
Amelia
Amber
Saanvi
Zi Quan

Emily
Seth
King
Anahita
Phoebe
Xinyu
Nadia
Sarah

Ananya
Maria Susana
Farhan

Sports Award
Michael, Katie, Teresa, Xinyu and Elva
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Introducing our new Canteen Provider

Balanced Living Catering
Available : Tuesday– Thursday –Friday
Starting 17/7/2018
Orders can be placed up to 9.00am on the day of order.
Procedure
1.

Search for Balanced Living Catering http://www.balancedlivingcatering.com.au/

2.

Create an account with Flexi schools

-

3.

Search for Burwood East Primary School

4.

Select either Tuesday - Thursday - Friday

5.

Place Order

https://www.flexischools.com.au
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Burwood East Primary School—Balanced Living Catering—Menu
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SAVE THIS DATE
THURSDAY 26th JULY
Burwood East
Primary School

Foundation—Year 2

5.00pm to 6.30pm

Year 3

7.00pm to 8.30pm

-

Year 6

Location—School Hall
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Information Page
BELL TIMES:

Term Dates
Term 1, 2018 – 30 January to 29 March
Term 2, 2018 – 16 April to 29 June

8.45am classrooms open
9.00am classes commence
11.00 am- 11.30am recess

Term 3, 2018 – 16 July to 21 September

1.30pm students eat lunch in classrooms

Term 4, 2018 – 8 October to 21 December

1.40pm - 2.30pm lunch outside
3.30pm dismissal

SCHOOL LUNCH ORDERS
Balanced Living Catering
Available—Tuesday—Thursday—Friday
http://www.balancedlivingcatering.com.au/

Compass School Manager
At Burwood East Primary School, teachers and parents make use of the Compass
School Management System. Families can access Compass through a web browser
or App from the iTunes App store or Google Play store.
Website: https://burwoodeastps-vic.compass.education/
iTunes: htps://itunes.apple.com/au/app/compass-school-manahger/
Google Play: https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.jdlf.compass

