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Diary 
 
 

Cartoon Workshop 
Monday 23rd October 

 

Cricket Gala Day 
Friday 27th October 

 

Year 4 Bike Ed 
     Monday 30th October to Friday 
 6th November 

 
 

Moonlight Cinema 
Friday 27th October 7.30pm 

 

Foundation Transition   
Session  

Tuesday 31st October 
10.00am—10.45am 

 

Summer Sport Round 2 
Friday 3rd November 

 

Curriculum Day  
(Students do not attend school) 

Monday 6th November 

 

Public Holiday 
Tuesday 7th November 

 

Year 3/4  
Camp Oasis 

Monday 13th November to 
Wednesday 15th November 

 

 

Burwood East Primary School  
Corner Blackburn and Highbury Roads Burwood East 3151 

Ph: 9802 8618 Email :  burwood.east.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au  

Website: http://www.burwoodeastps.vic.edu.au/   

Second  Hand 
Uniform Sales 
9 .00–9.30am 

Tuesday  14th November 

International School Trip 

Zhongshan Road Primary School  

mailto:burwood.east.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.burwoodeastps.vic.edu.au/


Dear Members of the Burwood East Primary School Community, 

 

Over the school holidays 5 students (Sarah, Ellie, Jian, Toby ,Johnny) and two teachers (Sue and Daniel) 
stepped on a plane to our sister school Zhongshan Road Primary School for our inaugural international 
school trip. 
 
This brave group of trailblazers were attending our schools first “Discover Jiangsu, Australian Sister 
School” cultural exchange program, where they were provided with a fantastic opportunity to sharpen 
their language proficiency and learn more about Chinese culture.  
 
The group was provided with an amazing experience as they were treated to excursions in Beijing, 
Ghangzou, Nanjing, Shanghai and finally in Jiangsu where they were welcomed in the most hospitable 
manner at our sister school which involved classroom learning and the wonderful opportunity to spend 
time with a host family. 
 
Congratulations to all families who took the opportunity to provide their children with this wonderful 
experience, which will stay with them for a lifetime. A huge thank you to Sue and Daniel whose plan-
ning and leadership over the 14 days was commendable and to our students who represented our 
school with pride and passion-You really are a credit to your families! 
 
Welcome back everyone. It was lovely to hear all about what families got up to over the holidays and 

see children return with enthusiasm. Term 4 is important for teachers and students as we work to     

consolidate your child’s learning in preparation for their move into the next level of schooling. Short 

term goals will be set that will support their progress over the next ten weeks. If you have any concerns 

about your child’s progress please take the opportunity to contact the classroom teacher as early as 

possible in the term so that we can work together to provide as much support as necessary to make this 

term a successful one.  

SunSmart 

Our school fully supports the SunSmart program and now that we are moving into the warmer weather,    

students need to wear their broad brimmed hats when they are in the yard at recess and lunchtime and 

also when they are participating in sport or Physical Education classes. There are shady areas where stu-

dents will need to remain if they forget to bring their hat. 
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Staffing and budget planning for 2017 are well under way with class and staffing structure being              

discussed. This will be then followed by the student class placement process. Thank you to parents who 

have already informed us that their child/ren will not be attending in 2018. I am aware that family         

circumstances can change very quickly and this may impact on whether your child/ren attend BEPS in 

2017. Please inform me, as soon as it is practical, if you know your child/ren will not be attending BEPS in 

2018 so that we can factor this information into our planning of 2018 classes. 

 

Student Placement Requests 

Determining class placements is a complex task where staff members undertake a considerable process to 

ensure that the best possible placement is made to meet each student's educational needs. Factors that 

we take into consideration when making class placements include: academic achievement,                      

personal / interpersonal development, friendship groups, learning styles, gender balance and other      

individual learning needs. It is important to understand that with so many factors to consider it is not    

possible to accommodate every request. Teachers discuss, reflect and review their decisions over several 

weeks. However, please be aware that each and every factor in the decision as to where a child is placed 

for next year is given our utmost attention. If you have any information that you believe teachers may not 

be aware of that should be taken into account in making class placements, I will need to be informed of 

this in writing by Friday 27th October 2017.  

 
Get ready, get set for Walk to School 2017!  
Burwood East Primary School has joined the hundreds of primary schools across Victoria for a fun month 
of walking, riding and scooting to and from school. By participating, we have a chance to win some great 
prizes! So every time our local families walks, rides or scoots to and from school during October, you     
increase our school’s chance of winning!  
In 2017, get involved with us for Walk to School and help your family build healthy habits for life: 

walktoschool.vic.gov.au. 

 

Camp Weekaway 

A huge ‘Thank-You’ to the staff for their extraordinary efforts in planning and running the school camp. 
The amount of work that goes into ensuring that every detail of transport, food preparation, activities, 
medication, supervision and communication has to be seen to be believed, not to mention the            
twenty-four hour a day commitment whilst on camp. A particular thanks to Daniel who led his team of 
Karen,   Sarah and Maria in such a capable, thorough manner. A special thank you MUST also go to Matt a 
parent volunteer, who also worked around the clock to provide additional support for the activities and 
adventures on camp. Even though we had all these fantastic adults helping, the camp wouldn’t have been 
the success it was without the cooperation, energy and enthusiasm of all of the students. I have heard 
nothing but high praise for all students who attended Camp Weekaway. 
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Yours in Partnership, 

Darren McDonald 



Principal Learning Awards—Term 3 

Burwood East  BUZZ Page 4  

As a school community it is very important that we acknowledge and celebrate the wonderful    

achievements of our staff, parents and students. One way of accomplishing this is by participating in 

award ceremonies throughout the year and also at the end of each term. Our end of term ‘Principal 

Learning Award’ is chosen by classroom and specialist teachers to acknowledge student achievement 

and promote character development, self-esteem, and perseverance. Congratulations to the following 

students who received the Principal Learning Award for Term Three 2017: 

FA  Stephanie FM Noree FB Elliana 12M Simon 12R Victor 

34M Timmy 34A Aaditya 34S Gina 5S Michelle 

5K Sarah 6D Gau 

Performing Arts Award Ayush Visual Arts Award Stephanie Physical Education Award Jett 
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Student Awards 

Running Awards 

ICAS English 

DigiMaker 

James 

Lachlan 

Ayush 

Lawrence 

High Distinction 

Tina 

Credit 

Olivia, Liana, Natasha, Olivia, 

Rachel, Kate, Maria Jose and 

Seth 

Merit 

Sulacksha, Kabir, Ricky,       

Teresa, Gau and Charlii 

Yunwan, Adrian, Alyssia, 

Andy, Ayoub, Emliy, Helena, 

Hruthi, Jackson, Kevin, King, 

Levi, Liana, Lulu, Nevin and  

Riley 
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Student of the Week Awards 

FA Golnaz 

FB Tyler 

FM Sally 

12R Lindsay 

12M Thomas 

12S Sulaeksha 

34A Kelly  

34M Penny, Heidi 

5K Jessica 

  

  

 

Mathletic  Awards 

Elyann and Nathan 

Tri-Nation Award  2017 

Elyann  



 Birthdays Congratulations to:  

Lowell, Jonathan, Addison, Arnav, Atarah, Anna, Xiang, Aanya, Hayley, Oscar, Natasha,        
Abby, Jeff and Nathan 

Children who have a birthday that falls during the week may wear free dress for that day and for 

those children whose birthday falls on the weekend they can wear free dress on the Monday 
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CHINA  EXCHANGE 2017 

Zhongshan Road Primary School 

 

On September 20th five students and two teachers embarked on the inaugural visit to our sister school 
in China. The students, Toby, Johnny, Sarah, Ellie and Jian were excited and anxious about this           
incredible opportunity. Behind the scenes Sue had been completing a great deal of paper work,       
organising passports and ensuring everything was in place for the journey. Daniel had been developing 
different methods of ensuring communication with parents would be in place while in China. We 
weren’t to know how much    ‘We Chat ‘ would become part of our trip. 

We set off on our Singapore Airlines flight and after 15 hours, with a short stop in Shanghai, we arrived 
in Beijing. We were greeted by our host, Carol, who ensured everyone had arrived safely. The five 
schools participating in the program, including us, were guided to a bus and then driven to our first 
dinner in China. After dinner we arrived at our hotel and lots of weary kids, and teachers, got some 
well-needed rest. 

Beijing a city of 24,000,000 people – We toured Tian’anmen Square. The crowds were amazing,        
especially in the lines to see Chairman Mao’s mausoleum. We then walked around The Forbidden City 
and The Temple of Heaven. The size and scale of these monuments was awe-inspiring. After this we 
were beginning to feel a bit hungry and rather than go to a restaurant we actually went on a rickshaw 
ride through the old Hutongs. We ended up at one families Hutong, were we all sat down to eat in       
different rooms. The food was amazing but little did we realise how much eating was ahead of us! 
After lunch we headed back on the rickshaws to meet our bus. Most of us returned quickly, but one 
rickshaw broke down and Daniel went back to help with this. 

Day 2 in Beijing we headed off for The Great Wall of China. The drive was a few hours but when we got 
there we were amazed at its size and how it just kept going hill after hill after hill. The student ran up 
the very uneven steps trying to see how far they could get in the time we had there. The crowds were 
again very big with many people asking for photos with our students. We were told that once you 
have climbed the Great Wall you are a hero, so with tired and weary legs we headed heroically back to 
the bus. 

We also did a quick driving tour of the Olympic venues, seeing the Bird’s Nest stadium up close with all 
its lights. 

The next day we headed to Changzhou by bullet train.  It was a very fast train reaching well over 
300kmh. The 1,200km journey only took 4 hours and that was with the train stopping a few times at 
different stations. We arrived in Nanjing and then got on a bus for Changzhou. 

Changzhou was a small town that seemed to mostly consist of an amusement park that was like an    
ancient Chinese town. We went into a large theatre and watched a fascinating film about the creation 
of life and Earth while our chairs moved and shook and air spat out at us from the seats. We moved 
onto an amazing acrobatics show and a theatrical act all about the area. 

We had a few hours in Changzhou before we had to get back on the bus the next morning,                  
unfortunately it was raining, so after purchasing a few umbrellas we headed off, a little damply to    
explore the town. An ocarina shop was found and many ocarinas purchased! 

https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fae01.alicdn.com%2Fkf%2FHTB1D1gUQVXXXXXeXpXXq6xXFXXXD%2F12-Holes-font-b-Ocarina-b-font-flute-font-b-Soprano-b-font-G-Key-Flute.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aliexpress.com%2Fpopular%2Focarina-soprano
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Then it was onto the bus and off to see Nanjing. Because it was still raining there was a limited tour of 
the wall at Nanjing and an explanation about some of it’s history. After that we had a period of time 
where we could go shopping. The students were in heaven looking through all the shops for what they 
could buy for their families. 

Of course at lunch and dinner there was always an enormous feast that kept challenging us to see if we 
could eat it all. 

Next we headed for the official welcoming ceremony in Nanjing where speeches were made in English 
and Chinese welcoming all the schools with official gifts being handed over to each school’s               
representative. 

At this ceremony, the students got to meet Alice the Vice Principal and Jenny and Edward English 
teachers from our sister school. We then headed off in the minibus to meet with our sister school 
homestay families. 

We arrived early so they took us to a large park in Zhenjiang, where we rode on 4 people bikes through 
the park – girls against boys. It was 100% humidity that day and by the end of the ride we were all very 
hot and sweaty. The sister school people took us into a restaurant at the park and we met the children 
from the sister school who our students were going to stay with. We hoped they couldn’t tell how 
sweaty we all were! And again, of course we sat down at an enormous table where we were again 
served masses of dishes that we had to work hard to try and finish it all. After the meal the student’s 
parents came, met the teachers and then took their children and our students to each of their homes. 

The next day was school. We turned up and met up in their special visitors room in the morning. Then 
there was a big ceremony where we were officially welcomed by the whole school – all 2000 of them. 
We then each had to say something about ourselves, some of us spoke in Chinese and some in English. 
After this the students all went off to class. Our students were placed in 5 different Year 5 classes 
where they participated in Exercise, Cooking, English, Mathematics and PE classes. Every classroom had 
at least 48 students in them and some had more! 

We also went and toured their other school -site, which was only 800 students. There we saw some 
excellent synchronised basketball bouncing by the Year 2 children. Johnny joined in. Then they all 
joined in to a race with a basketball. 

Daniel then bought out his Aussie Rules footy and was having a kick with Toby and Johnny. The Chinese 
students were so fascinated that nearly all 800 of them tried to grab the ball or encircle our students 
with fascinated looks. After that we got a tour of their canteen and got to eat with the students while 
all of them were eating too. It was very loud. School was generally way different from what we had ex-
pected, much more relaxed and friendly. 

We then returned to the main campus and the students headed home with their homestay family. 
Each of them did different things each night but they were looked after like they were kings and 
queens, ice-skating, making pottery, making floral wreaths, shopping. They did it all. 

On the weekend it was both Chinese national day but also Grand Final day in Melbourne. We travelled 
with our sister school buddies to an amusement park that was opened up just for us. We made moon 
cakes, art work burnt onto wood, laser target shooting then finishing with watching Richmond win the 
Grand Final. Toby was particularly happy. I am not sure that the buddies really understood what was 
going on. 
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We had sad farewells and then we were on the minibus again heading for Shanghai. Shanghai is the 
second biggest city in China with 26,000,000 living there. It was their holidays so people were all vis-
iting tourist sites and the crowds were enormous. We toured The Bund, looking at the old buildings and 
the amazing new buildings on the other shore of the Pu River with all their light shows. We then went 
up the 100 floors to walk out onto the glass floor of the ‘Bottle Opener’ one of their largest buildings. 
After this we watched an amazing acrobatic show that was so impressive. 

We also went to look at the Yu Gardens, an ancient home of a rich man, then on to the market where 
the crowds were even more amazing. The students bought and bargained for purchases for their fami-
lies.  

Of course through all these adventures we also had enormous meals at every lunch and dinner as well 
as some of the most amazing breakfasts we have ever seen. 

The end of our tour was near. We packed up and headed off first to Nanjing Road for more shopping 
and then on the bus and off to the airport.  

There was more checking in of bags, boarding of flights, finding seats and plugging in to the in flight 
movies. 

We arrived back, exhausted, but so excited by our great journey. It was an amazing experience and we 
all learnt lots about another culture. We also ate such an enormous range of foods of so many different 
types.  

 

This is an experience none of us will ever forget. 

 

Sue Varey & Daniel Darmody 
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The Leader in Me  - ‘Find Your Voice’ 

Playground Mural 
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The School Breakfast Club runs every Friday morning offering a 

chance for the school to come together as a community.  To enable 

this program to run smoothly please think about helping out.  There 

is a roster at the office— you can volunteer  once a Term or once a 

month or every fortnight or weekly.  Many hands make light work... 
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Information Page 

Term Dates 
Term 1, 2017 – 30 January to 31 March 

Term 2, 2017 – 18 April to 30 June 

Term 3, 2017 – 17 July to 22 September 

Term 4, 2017 – 9 October to 22 December 

 SCHOOL LUNCH ORDERS  

Lunch orders are available from our service provider Miss Peppercorn Catering On Fri-

days  

Ordering is done through an online service details of which are  on their website .  

www.misspeppercorn.com.au/school-lunches  

BELL TIMES:  

8.45am classrooms open  

9.00am classes commence  

11.00 am- 11.30am recess  

1.30pm students eat lunch in classrooms  

1.40pm - 2.30pm lunch outside  

3.30pm dismissal  

School notices on the web 

Each week we update our Web site with the notices that your children 

receive at school.  If you misplace a notice you can easily print one at 

home.  This also helps our school to cut the costs associated with re-

printing so many lost notices. 

Go to our web site at- 

www.burwoodeastps.vic.edu.au 

On the home page click on Permission Slips.  Open the   document 

you require then click print. 

https://www.google.com.au/?gws_rd=ssl#safe=strict&q=miss+peppercorn&*&spf=389
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