3rd November 2017

Diary

Burwood East Primary School

Respect Responsibility

Resilience Confidence Honesty

Curriculum Day
(Students do not attend school)
Monday 6th November

Community Engagement

Public Holiday
Tuesday 7th November

Foundation Transition
Session
Wednesday 8th November
2.30pm—3.15pm
(Registration 2.15pm)

Foundation 2018 Parent
Information Session
Thursday 9th November 6.30pm

Year 3/4
Camp Oasis
Monday 13th November to
Wednesday 15th November

Junior School Excursion
Friday 17th November

Parent Helpers Morning
Tea
Tuesday 28th November
11.00am—11.30am

Christmas Breakfast
Friday 15th December

Celebration Concert
Friday 15th December

Last day of Term 4
Friday 22nd December
Second Hand
Uniform Sales
9 .00–9.30am
Tuesday 14th November

BUZZ

Burwood East Primary School
Corner Blackburn and Highbury Roads Burwood East 3151
Ph: 9802 8618 Email : burwood.east.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
Website: http://www.burwoodeastps.vic.edu.au/
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Dear Members of the Burwood East Primary School Community,

On the move?
Should your child be leaving BEPS at the end of the year (and is not in Year 6) the school requires
these details – please contact the Office.

Avoid the Pitfalls of Labelling Kids
Recently I came across an article and I really liked the message so I thought I would share it with you, as
I have seen the damage and the ongoing issues caused through labelling children. I have seen children
cry with the pressure of feeling they have to be smarter and better than other students and I have seen
other children give up before they even start something because in their hearts they feel the outcome
is predetermined –they will fail or not do as well as others. What pressure to feel at a young age!
Unfortunately these feelings give way to excuses for certain behaviours – “I didn’t do my project
because I know that it will be terrible” or “Yes I pushed him over- I’m the naughty one in my family”.
People are natural labellers. We’re quick to categorise others, particularly when they hold different
views to ourselves. Terms such as ‘racist’, ‘feminist’ and ‘socialist’ are used liberally at the moment.
The trouble with placing a label on a person is that it stops us from thinking too deeply about what
they’re saying and prevents us from understanding who they really are. It’s hard to see beyond the
label.
The same principle applies when we apply labels like these on kids:

“She’s the bright one of the family.”
“My child is the one on the autism spectrum.”
“He’s such a naughty kid.”
“She’s an only child.”
“He’s shy."
The labels we place on kids can become their defining characteristics. Anyone who has been called
‘stupid’, ‘tanglefoot’ or a ‘klutz’ will know that these tags can become an overriding narrative,
remaining well into adulthood. “I’m hopeless with accounts. I was a klutz in maths when I was a kid and
I’m still hopeless with figures,” is an example of a self-limiting storyline that has its origins in childhood.

Even positive labels can be a burden for some children. Be told often enough that you’re the ‘smart’,
the ‘good’ or the ‘responsible’ child of the family or class and you’ve got some lofty expectations to live
up to. There’s nothing wrong with setting high behavioural or academic standards, but a child’s good
behaviour or high achievement shouldn’t become a badge or label that they always have to wear.
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Foundation Transition Program
Our formal Foundation Transition Program has commenced. This program is only for children who have
been enrolled in Foundation for 2018 and their parents. During this Transition Program, whilst the
children are in small activity groups becoming more familiar with their primary school environment,
parents are being provided with information in relation to the running of the school, the Foundation
Program and how they can assist their child to have a smooth start to their primary school life. The
dates of the Foundation Transition sessions are as follows:


Wednesday 8th November 2.30pm—3.15pm



Tuesday 21st November 10.00am—10.45am



Tuesday 12th December 9.15am—11.00am



Parent Information evening Thursday November 9th at 6.30pm

Riding our Bikes to School
Now that the weather is improving, it is great to see students beginning to ride or scoot to school.
Please remember that HELMETS must be worn to and from school.

Term 4 Curriculum Day - Monday 6th November
Just a reminder that, Monday 6th November is a School Council approved Curriculum Day. During this
day, teachers will be reviewing and analysing student achievement data and work samples in
preparation for writing student end of year reports. Please ensure you make alternative arrangements
for the care of your children on this day.

Semester 2 Reports
Once again, it is report-writing time. For schools, this is a celebration of student achievements over the
semester; it is rewarding to be able to talk to you about growth and achievements and to look forward
to 2018 learning targets. The actual preparation for report writing is quite a mammoth task! As we
know, teachers collect a huge amount of anecdotal and summative data over a year, and prepare for
this to readily be available during the writing process. Behind the scenes, Sue Varey sets up the
reporting template. Learning Assessment statements are prepared, and inserted into the report writing
template. Reports are made available on our management system for teachers to access for their class
or specialist program.
Teachers are continually discussing and crosschecking data with their colleagues. Teachers consider
consistency of marking within and across teaching teams and enter into moderation discussions,
validating their results with each other and examples of work provided by Victorian Curriculum. It is a
rigorous process but very satisfying to know that what has been written on the report you will receive is
a true reflection of learning progress and future learning goals. Another staff member (Writing Buddy)
beside the writer check reports as we rarely see our own mistakes, and computer grammar check can
be sometimes highly misleading. All reports are checked by a member of leadership. When your report
becomes available online on Friday, December 15th you can be sure that it does reflect learning for this
semester and also imagine the huge sigh of relief and the celebration by teachers of another round of
reporting completed.
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Getting Ready for Secondary College
I’m sure we all remember those days when our children were at pre-school and the excitement of
‘going to school after the holidays’.
Getting ‘ready’ for secondary school is just as important. Our children will be moving to a new
environment, will be mixing with many new students, working with new teachers, possibly without
knowing anything about them and, without the teachers knowing anything about them. No longer are
the students the ‘big fish in a little pond’, in fact, they become the little fish again.
Fortunately, all our students are involved in Secondary Transition Programs to help them prepare for
the move into Year 7. For most of our students, the transition activities involve the school they will
attend. For those moving to different schools, the transition program still provides opportunities to find
out about what to expect in their new school.
If you need further assistance in getting ready for secondary school next year please feel free to contact
the secondary college your child will be attending.

Student Safety
Unless arrangements have been made with our before school care service, it is expected that students
will arrive at school at approximately 8.45am, as there are teachers on yard duty from this time until
9am.
It is particularly important for safety reasons that children are not walking to school alone after 9.00am.
Students who arrive after the 9.00am bell has rung, must be brought to the office by a parent or
guardian to be signed in, so that we know that the parent or guardian IS aware that their child is late;
otherwise it could be the case that a parent THINKS their child is at school, but are not.
Also, arriving late is disruptive to the child, as well as to other students, and negatively effects the
organisation of the class and the ability of the child to quickly settle to set tasks for the day.

Yours in Partnership,
Darren McDonald

Burwood East BUZZ
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Principal Learning Awards
Celebrating Our Children's Achievements
As Principal, I believe that it is very important that I acknowledge the wonderful work that our
students do in all areas of the curriculum, therefore students are encouraged to visit me in my office
(classroom) to showcase their achievements.

Anneliese for being a good friend to Jessica.
Jessica for her excellent reading.
Victor and Atarah for demonstrating their understanding of
Inquiry Investigation.

Page 6

Burwood East BUZZ

Student of the Week Awards
FA
FB
FM
12R
12M
12S
34A

Sean
Ethan
Ved
Aaryan, Brian, Maeve,
Ridhaan
Dev, Elyann
Oscar, Stella
Kenny, Yunwan, Hruthi,
Tyson

34M Ayoub , Levi
34S
Alaana, Romina
5K
Eric, Max
5S
Cherry , Koko
6D
James, Noah Janjin
Physical Education Yanjin, Winnie
Performing Arts Jessica
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ICAS Maths

High Distinction
Ryan
Distinction
Sean, Tina, Olivia, Emily,
Ricky

Credit
Amelia, Seth, Nathan,
Rachel,
Ivan, Ella, Kabir, Ayoush,

Merit

Anna, Sulaeksha, Bumi,
Alyssia, Yunwan, Lawrence,
Teresa
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Birthdays Congratulations to:
Jessica, Mia, Maria Jose and Khozema

Children who have a birthday that falls during the week may wear free dress for that day and for
those children whose birthday falls on the weekend they can wear free dress on the Monday
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The School Breakfast Club runs every Friday morning offering a
chance for the school to come together as a community. To enable
this program to run smoothly please think about helping out. There
is a roster at the office— you can volunteer once a Term or once a
month or every fortnight or weekly. Many hands make light work...

Page 23

Burwood East BUZZ

Page 24

Burwood East BUZZ

Information Page
BELL TIMES:

Term Dates
Term 1, 2017 – 30 January to 31 March
Term 2, 2017 – 18 April to 30 June

8.45am classrooms open
9.00am classes commence
11.00 am- 11.30am recess

Term 3, 2017 – 17 July to 22 September

1.30pm students eat lunch in classrooms

Term 4, 2017 – 9 October to 22 December

1.40pm - 2.30pm lunch outside
3.30pm dismissal

SCHOOL LUNCH ORDERS
Lunch orders are available from our service provider Miss Peppercorn Catering On Fridays
Ordering is done through an online service details of which are on their website .
www.misspeppercorn.com.au/school-lunches

School notices on the web
Each week we update our Web site with the notices that your children
receive at school. If you misplace a notice you can easily print one at
home. This also helps our school to cut the costs associated with reprinting so many lost notices.
Go to our web site atwww.burwoodeastps.vic.edu.au
On the home page click on Permission Slips. Open the
you require then click print.

document
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